
Jan 26, 2016 Communication Coordinator Minutes 

Present: Molly Clark, Kelly Cullen, Angela Enigk, Kim LeRoy, Deb McHugh, Nicole Nicosia, Kristy Ryan, Wendy Scalfaro, 

Marie Smith, Serena Waldron. 

Absent due to bad weather/school closings: Rachel Allen, Adam Wall, and Elizabeth Woods 

 

We had a fantastic meeting on Tuesday. We began at 10:00 due to the weather delay and with a somewhat revised 

agenda due to two presenters being unable to attend.  

Serena Waldron, Molly Clark and Deb McHugh had attended the AASL conference in Columbus, Ohio in November and 

each reported sessions they attended, what they learned and how they have put some of that into practice with their 

classes. They had sooooo much to share with us. I have attached their power point, and electronic links to their 

handouts.  However these do not do their presentations justice. The enthusiasm, humor, learning and professionalism is 

impossible to capture by just looking at handouts and power points. The discussions and questions that took place 

among all of us were very stimulating.  I encourage you to talk to someone who was there for a more complete 

summary.  

Serena Waldron attended the session “Upping your game-using academic vocabulary.  The presenter focused on two 

books: 1) Teaching the Critical Vocabulary of the Common Core by Marilee Sprenger and 2) Vocabulary for the Common 

Core by Robert Marzanno. When you open the attached Power Point (AASL 2015) notice slides 7 & 8. Slide 7 shows the 

55 important vocabulary works that appear in the Common Core. NOTICE that 52 of them appear before grade 7. 

ONLY 3 appear between grades 7-12. Slide 8 shows the words we have been using in our questions with elementary 

students. In the question under that, you will notice the use of the ACADEMIC vocabulary instead. Serena mention this 

as her aha-moment. Such a simple change to get kids used to hearing these words.  

Oswego county curriculum and special ed teachers are currently reading this same book and focusing on the vocabulary 

of the common core. The staff development office here has worked up a handbook that I will also be sending to all of 

you in electronic format. WE ARE SPOT ON WITH WHAT IS GOING ON IN THE COUNTY 

Molly Clark: Molly had a great number of links to share with us. One that is great fun and can be a pathfinder is 

Thinglink. http://www.thinglink.com   EASY! You can create it or it can be a culminating activity that the kids create.  

(Share this with a teacher and you will be a ROCK STAR!) In slide 45 you see “word bag”. You could either pull words out 

of a bag or have them appear on the screen one at a time until the students discover what/who the words are 

associated with. Molly mentioned a session called “Beyond the Author Visit” that included tweeting the author, and that 

many of them will skype into your classroom.  

Deb McHugh: One of Deb’s session focused on Communication with the Principal and Evidence Based Practice with our 

friend ROSS TODD. A key take away was to see the school through the eyes of the principal and that you both have the 

same goal of student achievement.  Be sure to tell the story of the success you have had during the day or week. Provide 

some evidence…work sheets, formative assessments, before and after. Communication was the key word.   

Lastly, besides noticing the notes that Serena, Molly and Deb have included under the slides, slide 69 is the ONE BIG 

TAKE AWAY for each of them.   

Well done ladies. This was a wonderful presentation. 

After lunch, Meg Cernaro, 3rd grade teacher at Palermo elementary came to share the “Genius Hour” that she does with 

her students. http://www.geniushour.com/what-is-genius-hour/  This program can be done with any age group and in 

fact came from Google allowing their employees 20% of the work week to research/dream/experiment on their own 

interests. This year, Meg does this as an after school enrichment, as she is not able to get the hour in during the school 

week.  

http://www.thinglink.com/
http://www.geniushour.com/what-is-genius-hour/


Meg’s enthusiasm for the program came through loud and clear. Her students learn that failure means you are learning, 

and she has a few videos on this. This program fosters creativity, entrepreneurship and innovative thinking. The kids love 

it.  To access Meg’s materials her Schoology code is 8RH88-G9F3Z.  Remember Schoology.com is free and anyone can 

have an account.  After you login to Schoology, choose “groups” and click “join”. Use the above code and you will be 

able to access all of Meg’s resources.  

New York Public Library: http://www.nypl.org/ Nicole Nicosia reminded us to check out nypl’s site with free access to 

an amazing collection of free digital resources. There are exciting things happening in social studies in NY State and each 

of you are in a perfect position to help teachers find the resources they may not know exist. I fear many are STILL 

resorting to Google. You are the unofficial curriculum directors in your buildings! 

Notable Social Studies Trade Books for Young People. Marla shared a copy of books that have been chosen by the 

National Council for the Social Studies for use in teaching Social Studies. A brief summary book cover and grade level are 

shown. The list can be found at: http://www.socialstudies.org/notable. The 2015 list may not open if you are not a 

member. However, we have created a simple excel sheet of title and author. I have also attached these. When you are 

doing your purchasing you may want to give this list a look. ALSO: check out http://classroombookshelf.blogspot.com 

Mary Ann Capiello gives a review, what grade to use this book with, suggestions for curriculum and many, many 

additional links and information. We may be lucky to have Mary Ann here next summer.  

Mentor without Borders:  (see attached) Each district has their own “mentor program” and sometimes that means that 

a new librarian is assigned a teacher in the school building, not a librarian as their mentor. Or it may be a librarian who is 

working at a different level. This program would offer librarians working at similar levels to meet, share ideas and 

concerns.  The desire for this type of opportunity to meet has been expressed many times. Please take a look at the 

attached document and send some feedback to me myudin@citiboces.org.  I am especially interested in whether this 

should be an after school time or during the school day time.  If during the day, how would you be able to get the time 

out of the building?  I look forward to hearing your thoughts on this.  

 

Next meeting: March 11, 2016. All are invited to attend. 

Paul Bogush will be our main presenter. http://blogush.edublogs.org/about/ 
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